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have to be much more disciplined about it.
I mean, there are lots of departments here
in this town that have a good mission. But
they also are doing things that they started
doing 25 or 30 years ago that may or may
not have a credible rationale for continuing
now, and we can’t afford that anymore.

It’s just like you. If you want to increase
your impact, and you’re not getting any more
money, you’ve got to change what you’re
doing. You’ve got to stop doing some things,
and you want to start doing others. And the
thing I like about this budget that we’re
about to adopt is that if we want to do new
things, it’s going to require us to stop doing
some old things and will require some real
discipline for the first time in a long time.
And we’ll do our best. And if we set up this
consultation process, you can help us along
the way.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. at the
Hyatt Regency. In his remarks, he referred to Jack
Faris, president and chief executive officer of the
National Federation of Independent Business.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Carlos
Saul Menem of Argentina
June 29, 1993

President’s Approval Rating
Q. How do you like your new popularity

as a result of the attack on Baghdad?
The President. I think there’s a lot of evi-

dence that people are learning more about
the specifics of the economic program again,
too. I think that’s a lot of it.

Q. Do you really think that’s it?
The President. Absolutely, I do.

Iraq

Q. There were new threats from Iraqi offi-
cials this morning, threat of retaliation. Are
you concerned about that, Mr. President?

The President. Well, we’ll deal with those
as they arise.

Haiti
Q. Are you going to discuss the Haitian

situation with Mr. Menem?
The President. Absolutely, I will. I want

to get his ideas. President Menem has been
a real force for democracy and for human
rights in our hemisphere. Argentina was ex-
tremely helpful in playing a leadership role
in the recent Guatemalan crisis. And I want
to know what he thinks about Haiti and what
we might do.

Q. Are you going to sell him Skyhawks,
36 Skyhawks?

Economic Indicators
Q. ——sir, last month after you took great

pains to attach the jump to your economic
program.

The President. They won’t be up every
month. But the economy in our country will
have great difficulty in totally recovering in
any short period of time from the traumas
of the last 10 to 12 to 15 years. But I think
that it’s clear that if we can bring our deficit
down, keep our interest rates down, we can
get growth up. It’s also true that we have
to try to work with our trading partners to
get growth up. And I might just mention Ar-
gentina. Our exports to Argentina have tri-
pled in the last 4 years. That’s the sort of
thing we’re trying to work on with other
countries around the world. And it’s not
going to be easier quick. We’re basically re-
structuring the American economy at a time
when the whole world is in a rebuilding proc-
ess. But I’m hopeful.
[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room and another group entered.]

Argentina
Q. Mr. Clinton, can you tell us what you

want to achieve with this visit?
The President. Well, first of all, I want

to just get to know President Menem a little
better. He is the first Latin American leader
I have received here at the White House.
I admire very much the program of economic
reform that Argentina has pursued under his
leadership, their respect for human rights,
their support for democracy. I was especially
grateful for the position taken in the recent
issue with Guatemala. And there are lots of
things we have to talk about.
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Q. Mr. President, do you agree that Argen-
tina is leading Latin America?

The President. Do I believe Argentina’s
a leader in Latin America? Absolutely. I hope
that we can explore stronger and broader
trade relations. I hope that we can continue
to work together on the problems in the
hemisphere. I’m going to ask President
Menem for his views on the situation in
Haiti, for example, where I very much want
to see democracy restored. And I wanted him
to come here and to be the first Latin Amer-
ican leader to come because of the remark-
able, some would say astonishing, progress
in Argentina in the last couple of years.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

The President’s News Conference
With President Carlos Saul Menem
of Argentina
June 29, 1993

President Clinton. Good afternoon, la-
dies and gentlemen. Today I have the great
honor of welcoming President Carlos
Menem of Argentina to the White House,
the first leader of a Latin American state to
visit here since I took office.

Under President Menem’s administration,
Argentina has become an international leader
on the great issues of the post-cold-war era,
a leader in this hemisphere in defense of de-
mocracy and human rights, a trusted and val-
ued partner and friend of the United States.
Together we are constructing a Western
Hemisphere community of democracies, in-
terpreted by common political values and
growing economic ties. We deeply appreciate
President Menem’s visit today. He rep-
resents a new generation of Latin American
Presidents committed to expanding freedom,
strengthening democracy, and creating pros-
perity. His leadership has been bold and his
accomplishments truly impressive.

We talked today about Argentina’s demo-
cratic reforms and the role Argentina has as-
sumed as an international leader. Today, Ar-
gentine troops serve with the United Nations
peacekeepers in Croatia, in Kuwait, in Mo-

zambique, and in other troubled lands. In
the Organization of American States, Argen-
tina consistently takes a strong stand in favor
of collective defenses of democracy. With Ar-
gentina’s support, the OAS has worked to de-
fend democratic institutions in Peru, reverse
the coup in Guatemala. And I am confident,
together we can restore democracy in Haiti,
a subject we discussed at great length today.

Argentina has also confronted crises of re-
cession and hyperinflation and has overcome
both. Argentina slashed its tariffs and opened
its economy to world markets. It ended its
fiscal deficit and created a stable currency.
It sold state enterprises and attracted new
investment. And as a result, last year Argenti-
na’s economy grew 9 percent. I asked him
for a few of those points for America today.
That was one of the unresolved parts of our
discussion. [Laughter]

Once Congress successfully ratifies the
North American Free Trade Agreement with
Mexico and with Canada, we will want to re-
duce trade barriers with other countries in
this hemisphere. Freer trade promotes the
kind of economic and democratic reforms we
see in Argentina. It clearly benefits our econ-
omy as well as that of our neighbors. As I
said earlier today, in the last 4 years our trade
with Argentina has tripled, accounting for
40,000 jobs in the United States.

Our meeting covered some other areas as
well. Argentina’s Government has been an
important voice in calling for a successful
conclusion of the Uruguay round to open the
world trading system. Argentina stands
among the nations leading the effort to con-
front the overriding challenge of stopping the
spread of weapons of mass destruction. Presi-
dent Menem himself ended a dangerous bal-
listic missile program, signed important nu-
clear nonproliferation agreements, placed
strong controls on the export of sensitive
weapons-related materials and technology,
and helped to lead the successful inter-
national effort to negotiate the Chemical
Weapons Convention.

Argentina has been in the forefront of ini-
tiatives to increase the dialog on security
issues in its region. Its progress and support
for democracy are two reasons why this
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